Task 1: Watching a News Clip
Step 1: Watch the news clip, “International Reports Praise Taiwan for Quick Action against Coronavirus (0:00–1:57).”
Step 2: Watch the news clip again and fill in the blanks with the words given in the box below. 
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Clip link: https://ltn.tw/QpSiuGc

	border
	decisive
	extraordinary
	inspection
	outbreak

	capable
	epidemic
	features
	measures
	renowned

	covered
	express
	impression
	minister
	stage



Taiwan’s handling of COVID-19 has made the front cover of the “Weekly Chosun,” a leading South Korean magazine. The cover of the latest issue 1. ____________ an image of President Tsai Ing-wen, and the headline “Block China. Learn from Taiwan.” The story inside praises the swift and 2.____________ steps Taiwan took to contain the coronavirus after China’s 3.____________.

On Thursday afternoon, President Tsai carried out an 4.____________ of face mask production lines in New Taipei City’s Wugu District.

President Tsai Ing-wen 
To be honest, I am very happy. I’m glad we’ve been able to deepen the world’s 5.____________ of Taiwan. The whole world has come to feel that Taiwan’s government makes decisions quickly and that it takes preemptive action. So many countries see us as a model for 6.____________ containment. Now, in the second 7.____________ of our efforts, we will flex our manufacturing capabilities. It turns out that Taiwan is so 8.____________ that it’s able to do half a year’s work in 25 days. I believe that once word gets out, Taiwanese manufacturing will become even more 9.____________ in the world. Although Taiwan is not a big country, and although the scale of our industries is not large, what we can accomplish when we marshal our forces is truly 10.____________. Everyone here is part of the national team. Today the leaders of this country have come here to 11.____________ gratitude to all of you on the national team.

In recent days, experts in several countries have taken notice of Taiwan’s preventative 12.____________.

It’s the cover of a South Korean news magazine. The headline reads: “Block China. Learn from Taiwan.” The story praises Taiwan for its 13.____________ restrictions and face mask policy.

Japan’s All-Nippon News Network 14.____________ the story of a map Taiwan made to show the status of mask supplies. The report put Japan’s tech 15.____________ on the defensive as lawmakers asked if Japan would be able to do the same.
Task 2: Reading News Extracts 
Part 1: As more and more countries are grappling with COVID-19, Taiwan’s efforts are gaining international recognition and being reported by media outlets all over the world. The following five aspects are viewed as effective measures that Taiwan has adopted. Read the news extracts and match each of them to an aspect. 

Aspect A: Be proactive and ahead of the game.
Aspect B: Use technology to detect and track cases.
Aspect C: Ensure availability of supplies. 
Aspect D: Keep information clear and transparent. 
Aspect E: Learn from experience.

	Aspect
	News Extracts

	
	1
	Taiwan leveraged its national health insurance database and integrated it with its immigration and customs database to begin the creation of big data for analytics. [. . .] It also used new technology, including QR code scanning and online reporting of travel history and health symptoms to classify travelers’ infectious risks based on flight origin and travel history in the past 14 days. Persons with low risk [. . .] were sent a health declaration border pass via SMS [. . .] messaging to their phones for faster immigration clearance; those with higher risk [. . .] were quarantined at home and tracked through their mobile phone to ensure that they remained at home during the incubation period.
—extracted from “Response to COVID-19 in Taiwan: Big Data Analytics, New Technology, and Proactive Testing” on JAMA by Wang CJ, Ng CY, and Brook RH.
Source link: https://ltn.tw/QpSiGxc
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	2
	Even though Taiwan has not been kept officially informed by the WHO about the epidemic, the Taiwanese government promptly undertook measures to prevent the spread of the virus in Taiwan in late December last year, and organized the Central Epidemic Command Center (CECC) in January 2020. Since the set-up of the CECC, it has been holding a press conference almost every day to announce the latest policy and information on the epidemic, and to clarify rumors that are circulating on social media. 
—extracted from “The Coronavirus Outbreak: How Democratic Taiwan Outperformed Authoritarian China” on The Diplomat by Victor (Lin) Pu
Source link: https://ltn.tw/Eg8sWpG
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	3
	On Dec. 31, the same day China notified the World Health Organization that it had several cases of an unknown pneumonia, Taiwan’s Centers for Disease Control immediately ordered inspections of passengers arriving on flights from Wuhan. And despite poor relations with Beijing, Taiwan asked and received permission to send a team of experts to the mainland on a fact-finding mission [on] Jan. 12. [. . .] All this happened long before Taiwan confirmed its first case [on] Jan. 21 and the rest of the world became alarmed. 
—extracted from “What Taiwan Can Teach the World on Fighting the Coronavirus” on NBC News by Cindy Sui.
Source link: https://ltn.tw/HYotLEO
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	4
	(1) Taiwan moved fast because of its experience 17 years ago with SARS, or severe acute respiratory syndrome. That disease originated in China and jumped into other parts of Asia. It killed 73 people in Taiwan.
—extracted from “Why Taiwan Has Just 42 Coronavirus Cases while Neighbors Report Hundreds or Thousands” on VOA News by Ralph Jennings.
Source link: https://ltn.tw/2Ctg7zC
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(2) The government, with its past experience of SARS, acted swiftly and did not wait for the World Health Organization to make an official announcement to take action. It first quarantined, then stopped, flights from China and other coronavirus-affected areas. 
—extracted from “Taipei Seems to Have the Virus in Hand. Now I Worry about Returning to the UK” on The Guardian by Kathryn Whitfield.
Source link: https://ltn.tw/c4CIdPn
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	5
	A team of machine-tool builders, working with three research institutes, have constructed 60 new production lines, each capable of manufacturing 100,000 surgical masks per day, the ministry said in a Facebook post. Normally, this many production lines would take four to six months to build, but the team completed the work in one month, the ministry said. This was “not a miracle, but the result of cooperation among Taiwanese,” the ministry said, adding that the “national team” completed “an almost impossible task.”
—extracted from “Virus Outbreak: Mask Production to Rise by 6 Million Daily Next Month” on Taipei Times.
Source link: https://ltn.tw/rRDpbIx
[image: C:\Users\2564\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\Content.Word\rRDpbIx_450x450_Web 應用.png]
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Part 2: On a scale of 1 to 10 (1 being the poorest and 10 being the best), what score would you give to the government’s performance in the face of COVID-19? What could be done better? 

 I would give _________ (the score) because _______________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.
However, it would be better if ____________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

Task 3: Thinking and Discussing 
Besides offering valuable lessons on how to curb the spread of COVID-19 to the world, we should also learn something from the experience. Discuss with your partner and share what you have learned so far as a high school student, a Taiwanese, and a global citizen. Organize your ideas into complete sentences. 

 As a high school student, I may protect myself by practicing everyday preventive actions now. 
First, I may _______________________________________________________ if I still have to take public transportation regularly during the outbreak of COVID-19.
Second, I may _______________________________________________________ if I feel unwell at school during the outbreak of COVID-19.
 As a Taiwanese, I could ________________________________________________________.
What’s more, I can also ______________________________________________ to improve ______________________________________________ and fight off disease.
(Focus on one of the following aspects: Recession of the economy, the diplomatic struggles that the Taiwanese government is encountering during the outbreak of COVID-19, or any kind of difficulties that Taiwanese have been dealing with so far.)
 As a global citizen, the most effective way to curb COVID-19 is ________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.
(Focus on whatever you like.) 
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