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ver the past few years, all around the world have been not only
O looking for ways to protect the earth but also to better understanding the ways that we have been
damaging our planet. While we are all aware of the direct causes, such as the burning , you may be
surprised to learn that researchers have recently linked to environmental conditions.

According to a recent study, the rate of divorce in a number of different countries, both rich and poor, has
had a impact on the environment. The findings show that when divorced couples move into
more energy and

homes, they tend to . A married couple traditionally lives

together with their children in a single home, divorce causes one of the to move out and find
a new place to live. These single-person homes lead to the use of more land and building materials. These
extra homes will require extra such as refrigerators, TVs, air-conditioners, and ovens
which use a lot of power. To be sure, two people living together can more energy than two people
living separately, in the same way that two people driving to work in the same car use less gas than two people
in two cars. What’s worse, it was found that families in which the parents are divorced tend to produce more
waste, , and greenhouse gases, which are all a on the environment and lead to both climate
change and a decrease in the of

Almost anyone would surely make the argument that they shouldn’t have to stick with their spouses if
their marriages don’t work out. In the past, couples considering getting divorced were to stay together
for the of their children. These days, however, they may be urged to remain married

the environment.

1. According to the passage, which of the following is FALSE?
(A) Fossil fuels are damaging our planet.
(B) Divorced couples conserve a lot of energy.
(C) Married couples traditionally live together.
(D) Divorce has a negative effect on the environment.
~ 2.What does the passage IMPLY?
(A) Divorce rates around the world will continue to go up.
(B) Divorced people should not use electric appliances.
(C) Remaining married is good for the environment.
(D) Divorced parents want to stay with their children.
3. What is meant by the word “spouse”?
(A) Husband or wife. (C) Mother or father.

(B) Sister or brother. (D) Aunt or uncle.
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Vocabulary and ldioms

1. environmentalist [tn,varren'mentlist] n. ¥ i% A L

2. dedicate oneself to sth. v. phr. #-p = is)g% Heeeenn ;
RA A

3. fossil fuel ['fas] 'fjusl] n. v 7 & s4L

4. divorce [de'vors] n. B4

5. deteriorate [dr'tirtoret] v. %3 5 & i*

6. considerable [ken'siderabl] adj. 4p % ~ e ; 4pF % n

7. separate ['seprit] adj. » B ey & p

8. consume [ken'sjum] v. i} 4=

11.spouse [spavz] n. fic %

12.electric appliance [1'lektrik o'plarens] n. 7 % * -
13.conserve [kon'sav] v. &

14.gray water [gre 'wota] n. B -k

15.burden ['ba-dn] n. § #

16.diversity [dar'vaseti] n. % &+

17.living creature ['ltviy 'kritfor] n. 2 4=

18.urge [a:d3] v. # &_; =B+ J& j&

19.benefit ['benafit] n. J1 &

9. commodity [ke'madetr] n. }§ & ; P * & 20.for the sake of... prep. phr. 5 7 ==++-- A=
10.whereas [hwer'®z] conj. #8m ; @
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To the surprise of the international community, the United States government last month that Iran

had given up trying to develop back in 2003. This was a complete

from what American government and officials had been saying for the past five years—that Iran
had been actively trying to develop nuclear weapons and, by doing so, a threat to peace in the

Middle East. (1) However, it also warned that Iran may be able to restart the program and if they were to

do so, could possibly develop a nuclear weapon in less than ten years.

(2)  Since then, the United States has considered Iran to be a dangerous and country

that supports and tries to harm American interests around the globe, particularly in the Middle East.

(3)  American President George Bush and Vice President Dick Cheney indicated on many that

they would consider attacking Iran if the leaders of that country did not stop trying to develop nuclear weapons.

(4) However, it has also that its research in recent years has been for peaceful

purposes and that its only goal is to develop nuclear power plants.  (5)

Discourse Structure

(A) Since the U.S. of Iraq in 2003, there has been much discussion in America about how to deal with
[ran.

(B) It seems they were being truthful and there may now be one less problem for a very troubled region of the
world.

(C) The American

community, led by the CIA, President Bush in November that it was

confident Iran its program in 2003.
(D) America and Iran, once close , have considered each other enemies since 1979 when Iranian
took over the country and held 50 American citizens for over a year.

(E) Iran, on the other hand, has always claimed that it has the right to develop nuclear weapons.
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Vocahulary and ldioms

1. suspension [se'spenfen] n. &7 & ; 4 {2
2. declare [di'kler] v. = 5\ # ; &£ P 12.ally [o'lar] n. F B B
3. nuclear weapon ['njuklior 'wepen] n. 1%+ 7 B 13.revolutionary [reve'lufenert] n. & & F 5 & & i & Fo
4. assertion [o'sa-fon] n. %73 ; (&AER i ¥ %7 1)  l4.hostage ['hastrdz] v. * F

38 A R 15.unpredictable [, anprr'diktebl] adj. & 23Rl ; 7 42
5. turnaround ['ta-ne,raund] n. it & e =g
6. diplomatic [ diple'meetik] adj. *} % &
7.pose [poz] v. 3142 ; g =
8. grave [grev] adj. B & e
9. intelligence [n'telodzens] n. 53R B 4

10.inform [mn'form] v. i &&= ; £

11.halt [holt] v. & i% ; i%#f

16.terrorism ['terovrizem] n. & 1% i &

17.invasion [In'vezen] n. &%
18.occasion [o'kezon] n. & : ¥ ¢
19.maintain [men'ten] v. 7% ; %4
20.atomic [o'tamik] adj. J +
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> consider A (tobe) B 4L A 5 B
g ovent 23 regard/view/see/look upon A as B

-

> consider + N/V-ing = think about + N/V-ing ¥ &
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