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or generations, the Lantern Festival, which ' the fifteenth day of the first month in the lunar

calendar, has been seen  ”the finale of the Chinese New Year holidays. In Taiwan, a different city

is chosen each year to host a large event that represents the entire country. This year the world famous
Taiwan Lantern Festival is being held in Chiayi City. The centerpiece of this year’s festivalisa  ° lantern
in the form of a pig. This is because 2007 is the year of the pig and each year’s main lantern takes the shape
of the animal that represents the year. The lantern is 18 meters in height and weighs 20 tons and is meant to
bring prosperity and harmony to the coming year. The festival in Chiayi is expected to draw many visitors
from all over Taiwan and even other parts of the world.

While the * of the Taiwan Lantern Festival changes from year to year, there is another popular event

that is always held in the same place. The small town of Yien-Shui in Tainan County puts on an annual
firecracker show thatis  °. The amazing display of beehive firecrackers attracts thrill seekers from far and
wide. The centerpiece of this year’s event is a huge statue of the war god Guan Gong which  ° 80 thousand
firecrackers. The event is not 7 risks, however, and each year there are numerous injuries from the

exploding firecrackers.

One interesting feature of this year’s lantern festival is the * that will be made to ’ the world’s

longest firecracker. The 13 kilometer long firecracker " the Legend of the Fire Dragon will break the

existing Guinness World Records for the longest string of firecrackers ever.

Cloze
(A) giant (B) is made up of  (C) as (D) named (E) attempt
(F) location (G) falls on (H) second to none (I) set off (J) without

Before You Read

Vocahulary & ldioms

1. Lantern Festival ['leentown 'festovl] n. =~ 7 &
. lunar calendar ['lune. 'kelende-] n. I£ &

. finale [fi'nali] n. % & ; 25

. centerpiece ['sentovpis] n. & & 14 2

. ton [tan] n. = ®f
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. harmony [harmeni] n. f-3¥
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7. annual ['@njuel] adj. # &

8. beehive firecracker ['biharv 'farrkreke:] n. #4 %2
9. thrill [Oril] n. & & ; ks

10. seeker ['sika] n. if T»—‘F‘T

11. risk [r1sk] n. b *&

12. injury ['md3zer1] #

(2) for the last /past +— ELpF @ --eee (i3 eeeeee %)
> He has stayed up preparing for the college entrance exam
2.
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> There is no smoke fire,. (&R #4252 0 )
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he 2007 Oscar ceremony presented two veteran film figures with a chance to finally win an award.

Actor Peter O’Toole received his eighth acting nomination and director Martin Scorsese received his

sixth directing nomination. Many Oscar fans were hoping they would both win. In the end, however,
it was only Scorsese who ended his long run of Oscar losses.

Martin Scorsese is best known for making gangster movies and movies about people with emotional
problems. Some of his critical successes include 7axi Driver, Raging Bull, Casino, Gangs of New York and
The Aviator. Long considered one of the best directors in Hollywood, Martin Scorsese’s failure to win an
Oscar puzzled many people. It seemed that every year he was nominated, the people who voted for the winner
thought another director’s performance was just a little bit better. His 2006 crime drama The Departed ended
that losing streak when he was awarded the Oscar for directing. The Departed also went on to win the award
for best picture.

Veteran Irish actor Peter O’ Toole is best known for his signature role as T. E. Lawrence in the 1963 movie
blockbuster Lawrence of Arabia. 1t was both his first film role and his first nomination for an acting Oscar.
The 74 year-old actor went on to make many more films over the following 43 years and in that time he
collected another seven nominations. Unfortunately, for both him and his fans, he has never won. He was
nominated a record eighth time for his role in the film Venus but lost out to another veteran actor named Forest

Whitaker. If he continues acting, however, he may one day join Martin Scorsese in winning a golden statuette.

Multiple Choices

~ 1. How many Oscar nominations do O’Toole and Scorsese have between them?
(A)1 (B14 (C)12 (D43

~ 2.Why was it a mystery to many people that Martin Scorsese had never won an Oscar?
(A) Because he is considered one of the best directors in Hollywood.
(B) Because he is considered one of the best actors in Hollywood.
(C) Because he’s been making films for forty-three years.
(D) Because he had received eight directing nominations.

3. According to the passage, which of the following is false?

A) Forest Whitaker was one of the 2007 Oscar winners.

(A)
(B) Peter O’Toole’s role in the movie Lawrence of Arabia won him an Oscar.
(C) Martin Scorsese eventually won an Oscar after losing five times.

(D)

D) The Departed won more than one Oscar this year.
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Vocahulary & ldioms

1. ceremony ['sermoni] n. & 8 8. nominate ['namoanet] v. & %

Y

. present [prr'zent] v 425 5 % 9. losing streak ['luzm strik] 7. i i# % pz
10. signature role ['signatfo- 'rol] n. 3244 % ¢
11. blockbuster ['blakbaster] n. § A T #

12. unfortunately [an'fortfonitli] adj. # %

. veteran ['veteron] n. 5.5 & § 4
. nomination [;name'nefon] n. #% &
. gangster ['gensto] n. B4 _

. critical ['kritikl] adj. #+ 3%

. puzzle ['pazl] v. & 5] &
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13. statuette [,staet[u'st] n. ] ¥ ik
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= Because Martin Scorsese was long considered one of the best directors in Hollywood, his failure to win an Oscar

puzzled many people.
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